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Some of my projects: 

• Land Quest Kenya 

• The Mafia’s Shadow in the Americas 

• Internews Data Dredger 

Who am I? 
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Open Data in the Digital Age 



Open Data in the Digital Age 

Access to tools has been liberated (Excel, 

Google Spreadsheets). 

Open data: governments around the world 

have published thousands of databases. 

Trust: including open data with your projects 

increases transparency and builds trust 

between you and the audience. 

Ease of today's tools that allow anyone to 

make beautiful maps and visualizations without 

much technical knowledge. 



The Open Data 

Process 

 
The Guardian:  

1. Share Data 

2. Spread Sheets 

3. Perform  Calculations 

4. Output 

http://datajournalismhandbook.org/1.0/en/in_the_newsroom_3.html


The Open Data Process 
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What defines a successful Open Data 

project? 

Data 

o Government 

o INGOs 

o Think Tanks 

o Academia 

o Private Sector 



What defines a successful Open Data 

project? 

Design 

o Who is your audience? 

o What do you want them to learn/do 

or contribute? 

o What is their level of graphical, 

data and technical literacy? 



What defines a successful Open Data 

project? 

Simple design/Designer 

• Infographics, charts/Graphic designer 

• Interactive maps/Graphic designer, 

Cartographer 

Advanced Design/Designer 

• News app/Developer 

• Phone app/Developer 

• Web portal/Developer 



What defines a successful Open Data 

project? 

Dissemination 

o Where does your audience go for 

trusted news and information? 

o What networks can you tap into to 

amplify your message? (Both online 

and offline) 

o How have similar projects reached their 

audience? 

o Watch out for preaching to the choir! 
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Open Data for Employment 

http://www.rediff.com/news/slide-show/slide-show-1-this-map-tells-you-where-unemployment-is-dropping-the-most/20140408.htm


Open Data for Employment 

This map tells you where unemployment is dropping the 

most, Rediff News, India 

 

Data: India's Ministry of Statistics’ National Sample Survey 

Office. Links to data? No 

Design: Map allows for easy visual comparison. Specific 

unemployment numbers are not available, nor are changes 

in employment by sector. 

Dissemination: 17th most popular Indian web portal. 

Superficial accompanying story, no response to story leads 

in comments section. 

http://www.rediff.com/news/slide-show/slide-show-1-this-map-tells-you-where-unemployment-is-dropping-the-most/20140408.htm
http://www.rediff.com/news/slide-show/slide-show-1-this-map-tells-you-where-unemployment-is-dropping-the-most/20140408.htm


Open Data for Employment 

chrome-extension://ckibcdccnfeookdmbahgiakhnjcddpki/editor.html
http://landquest.internewskenya.org/


Open Data for Employment 

Tullow Oil sub-contractor employee data reveal contracting 

driven by market forces, not economic policy in Turkana, 

Land Quest, Kenya 

 

Data: Tullow Oil Kenya's subcontractor database, required by 

an MOU between Tullow Oil and Ministry of Energy. Links to 

data? Yes. 

Design: Simple chart formats to illustrate hiring practices and 

narrative analysis. 

Dissemination: Summary published by El Mundo in Spain. 

Topic considered too controversial for Kenyan media despite 

public debate around draft Energy Bill, which regulates local 

hiring practices 

http://landquest.internewskenya.org/tullow-oil-sub-contractor-employee-data-reveal-contracting-driven-by-market-forces-not-economic-policy-in-turkana/
http://landquest.internewskenya.org/tullow-oil-sub-contractor-employee-data-reveal-contracting-driven-by-market-forces-not-economic-policy-in-turkana/
http://landquest.internewskenya.org/tullow-oil-sub-contractor-employee-data-reveal-contracting-driven-by-market-forces-not-economic-policy-in-turkana/
http://landquest.internewskenya.org/tullow-oil-sub-contractor-employee-data-reveal-contracting-driven-by-market-forces-not-economic-policy-in-turkana/
http://landquest.internewskenya.org/tullow-oil-sub-contractor-employee-data-reveal-contracting-driven-by-market-forces-not-economic-policy-in-turkana/
http://landquest.internewskenya.org/tullow-oil-sub-contractor-employee-data-reveal-contracting-driven-by-market-forces-not-economic-policy-in-turkana/
http://landquest.internewskenya.org/tullow-oil-sub-contractor-employee-data-reveal-contracting-driven-by-market-forces-not-economic-policy-in-turkana/


Open Data for Employment 

http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2014/06/05/upshot/how-the-recession-reshaped-the-economy-in-255-charts.html?_r=0


Open Data for Employment 

How the Recession Reshaped the Economy, in 255 Charts, 

Upshot, The New York Times, United States 

 

Data:  Bureau of Labor Statistics’ Current Employment 

Statistics program Links to data? Yes. 

Design: Varied chart formats to illustrate changes in the job 

market since the recession. 

Dissemination: Published by the New York Times' new data 

journalism portal The Upshot, accompanied by narrative 

analysis, marketed through social media. 

http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2014/06/05/upshot/how-the-recession-reshaped-the-economy-in-255-charts.html?_r=0
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Open Data for Education 

http://mastercardfdnscholars.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/Secondary-Education-Infographic.pdf
http://mastercardfdnscholars.org/creating-change-in-africa-one-student-at-a-time/?utm_source=Twitter&utm_medium=Paid&utm_term=&utm_content=Scholars&utm_campaign=MCF


Open Data for Education  

Creating Change in Africa, One Student at a Time, The 

MasterCard Foundation Scholars Program is a $500 million 

over 10 years 

 

Data: UNESCO 2011, 2013, Brookings 2011  

Links to data? No 

Design: Series of related infographics 

Dissemination: Published on the MasterCard Foundation 

website and disseminated through social media and through 

partners: BRAC, one of the largest non-profit development 

organizations in the world, Camfed, a non-profit dedicated to 

the education of girls in Africa and the Forum for African 

Women Educationalists. Scholars stories featured on site. 

http://mastercardfdnscholars.org/creating-change-in-africa-one-student-at-a-time/?utm_source=Twitter&utm_medium=Paid&utm_term=&utm_content=Scholars&utm_campaign=MCF


Open Data for Education 

http://sslc.klp.org.in/


Open Data for Education 

http://findmyschool.co.ke/


Open Data for Education 



Open Data for Education: School Dashboard   
Find My School, Twaweza, Kenya 

Nine Years of SSLC Scores in Karnataka, Karnataka Learning  

The Opportunity Gap, ProPublica, United States 

 

Data 

Kenya: Kenyan National Examinations Council 2010 Links to data? No 

India: Karnataka Secondary School Examinations Board Links to data? No 

United States: US Department of Education 

 

Design 

Kenya: App, map 

India: Charts, maps 

United States: App, charts, investigation 

 

Dissemination 

Kenya: NGO website, Hacks/Hackers Nairobi 

India: NGO website 

United States: Mass media, rights for media to republish data and content 

http://findmyschool.co.ke/
http://sslc.klp.org.in/
http://sslc.klp.org.in/
http://sslc.klp.org.in/
http://sslc.klp.org.in/
http://projects.propublica.org/schools/
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Open Data for Health: Kenya 

http://www.standardmedia.co.ke/health/changeforhealth


Open Data for Health: Health 

http://www.standardmedia.co.ke/health/changeforhealth


Open Data for Health  

Change for Health, The Standard, Kenya 

 

Data: www.crakenya.org, County Factsheets, Commission 

on Revenue Allocation (CRA), County budgets 2013 – 

2014, Kenya National Bureau of Statistics, 2009 Census, 

Kenya Health Demographic Survey 2008/2009, The World 

Bank, International Budget Partnership Links to data? Yes 

Design: Maps, app, infographics, charts, investigative 

reporting. 

Dissemination: Published through the Standard 

newspaper and website, disseminated through social 

media. 

http://www.standardmedia.co.ke/health/changeforhealth


Open Data for Health: Bangladesh 



Open Data for Health  

Mobile Alliance for Maternal Action, Bangladesh 

 
Data: Dnet, in partnership with the Government of Bangladesh 
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare Links to data? No 

Design: SMS and voice message system to disseminate 

information to mothers. 

Dissemination: Six outreach organizations, five mobile 

network operators, and three corporate partners. Since 

launching, it has grown to serve more than 500,000 

mothers and families and trained over 3,000 community 

agents. 

http://www.mobilemamaalliance.org/mama-bangladesh
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Open Data for Economics 

Sri Lanka solving China’s unemployment! Daily FT, 
June 19, 2013 
Over 26,000 Sri Lankan work visas have been issued to Chinese nationals 
over the last seven years to meet the demand for skilled labour, the 
Government revealed in Parliament yesterday, as ties between the two 
countries continue to burgeon. 

Responding to a question posed by UNP MP Ravi Karunanayake who 
highlighted growing unemployment in the country, Minister of Water Supply 
and Drainage and Chief Government Whip Dinesh Gunawardena said the 
growing number of construction related projects under the Board of 
Investment and the shortage of skilled workers in the country had prompted 
the Government to issue work permits to Chinese workmen. 

 
Sri Lanka can be integral part of Asian transformation: 
ADB Chief, Lanka Business Online, June 19, 2014 
Sri Lanka should look at private partnerships to expand infrastructure, reform 
state enterprises and strengthen the investment climate by improving rule of 
law and governance, Asian Development Bank chief Takehiko Nakao said. 

 
 

 

 

http://www.ft.lk/2013/06/19/sri-lanka-solving-chinas-unemployment/
http://www.ft.lk/2013/06/19/sri-lanka-solving-chinas-unemployment/
http://www.dailymirror.lk/business/features/48618-sri-lanka-can-be-integral-part-of-asian-transformation-adb-chief.html
http://www.dailymirror.lk/business/features/48618-sri-lanka-can-be-integral-part-of-asian-transformation-adb-chief.html
http://www.dailymirror.lk/business/features/48618-sri-lanka-can-be-integral-part-of-asian-transformation-adb-chief.html
http://www.dailymirror.lk/business/features/48618-sri-lanka-can-be-integral-part-of-asian-transformation-adb-chief.html


Open Data for Economics: IPS 

http://www.ips.lk/talkingeconomics/2012/06/understanding-poverty-in-sri-lanka-does-the-multidimensional-poverty-index-hold-the-key/


Open Data for Economics: Macro Economy Meter 



What are the strengths and weaknesses of each of 

these economic stories in terms of data, design and 

dissemination? 

 

How could these issues be addressed more 

effectively to lead to action? 

Brainstorming 



What data sources are available for providing 

actionable solutions for the economy? 

• Governmental 

• Academic 

• Think tanks 

• NGOs 

• Donors 

• Private Sector 

Brainstorming 



What technical resources are available to design 

these solutions? 

• Civic hacker groups 

• University computer science faculty 

• Social innovators 

• Private sector 

• Grants 

Brainstorming 



What platforms already exist to host open data for 

disaster mitigation tools and resources? 

• Government online portals 

• Humanitarian coordination groups 

• Civil hacker sites 

• Online media 

Brainstorming 



Resources 


