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Dr Harsha Alles — Chairman, Gateway Group
F

Dr Harsha Alles is a Medical Doctor by profession and holds an M.B., B.S., and a Ph.D. He was a
Lecturer in the Medical Faculty of the University of Colombo before he shifted his career to be in charge
of Gateway. He is credited with placing the Gateway brand on the map as a provider of technology-
based, high-quality education through a large network of institutions that include 5 International Schools,
2 National Curriculum Schools, a Graduate School, and over 12 training centres spread across the
country. Some of Gateway’s educational programmes have been used in twelve countries in three
continents. Gateway also has a group of Kindergartens in the UK. Dr Alles is also a Director of the
Universal College Lanka that offers the Monash University programmes in Sri Lanka.

He has won two “Young Scientists Scholarship” Awards and a Presidential Award for Research. In 2000,
he was recognised as “The Outstanding Young Person of the Year” for the contribution he made towards
IT education of children. In 2003, he was adjudged the Gold Winner of the CIMA Pinnacle Awards to be
the “Outstanding Businessman of the Year”. In April 2018, the Chartered Management Institute named
him the “Best CEO of the Year” in the services category of large organisations.

Dr Alles was also the architect in setting up The International Schools of Sri Lanka (TISSL) as its Founder
Chairman. TISSL is the umbrella organisation consisting of the leading international schools in Sri Lanka.

He also represents Sri Lanka in the Advisory Committee of IC3 — The International Career and College
Counseling Conference. Dr Alles has just been appointed as a member of the National Education
Commission by His Excellency the President of Sri Lanka.

He currently serves also as a member of the “Task Force for Education” that has been
established under the Ministry of Education for the implementation of new education
reforms in the country.
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Hasitha Dela — Co-Founder/ Chief Technology Officer of Headstart (Pvt) Ltd

Hasitha Dela is a seasoned expert in digital education with over 15 years of experience across a wide
range of initiatives in the field. He is the Co-founder and Chief Technology Officer of Headstart (Pvt) Ltd,
one of the country’s largest and most impactful EdTech companies and a fully owned subsidiary of Dialog
Axiata PLC.

Hasitha holds a degree in engineering from the University of Moratuwa, Sri Lanka, and has obtained
Associate Membership from CIMA (UK). Throughout his career, he has played a pivotal role in designing
and delivering innovative digital learning solutions for schools, enterprises, and national-level education
initiatives.

His work spans collaborations with government ministries, telecom providers, large enterprises, regional
and international organizations, and leading universities. He has led projects that have received
recognition both nationally and internationally and has been instrumental in transforming how education
is accessed and delivered across diverse user groups and learning needs.

With a strong foundation in instructional design, strategic planning, and product innovation,
Hasitha is committed to advancing scalable, inclusive, and future-ready
digital education solutions.
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Himadari Eranga Jayasinghe - Deputy Director of Education for Exam and
Evaluation

Himadari Eranga Jayasinghe serves as the Deputy Director of Education for Exam and Evaluation,
English, Bilingual Education, and Foreign Languages in the North Western Province. She holds a
Master’s degree in Education Management from the National Institute of Education and a Bachelor
of Arts in English from the University of Sri Jayewardenepura. As a Class | Officer of the Sri Lanka
Education Administration Service, she has dedicated 24 years to public service.

Ms. Jayasinghe is also actively engaged as a visiting lecturer for Bachelor of Education programmes
at the National Institute of Education, Lincoln University, and The Lyceum Campus.

Recognised as a Senior Master Trainer for the School Leaders Program for principals under the
iTESL initiative, a collaborative project between the British Council and the Ministry of Education,
she was officially validated as a Master Trainer by the British Council’s Global School Leadership
trainers in May 2018.
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Mr Nalaka Kaluwewe - Secretary to the Ministry of Education, Higher Education and
Vocational Education

Nalaka Kaluwewe is the Secretary to the Ministry of Education, Higher Education, and Vocational
Education in Sri Lanka. He began his public service career in 2000 as a member of the Sri Lanka
Administrative Service and has held various key positions over two decades. These include
Assistant Secretary at the Ministry of Defence, General Manager of Independent Television Network
(ITN) and the National Lotteries Board, Chairman of Rakna Lanka Ltd, Additional Secretary to the
President, Director General of Government Information, Additional Election Commissioner, and
Director General of the Sri Lanka Institute of Development Administration (SLIDA).

He holds a Bachelor of Science degree from the University of Peradeniya, a Postgraduate Diploma
in Business Management, and an MBA from the University of Colombo. He also earned a Master of
Public Administration and a Master of Management from the University of Canberra, Australia, and
is currently pursuing a Doctorate in Business Administration at the University of Colombo.

Recognized for his leadership, he received the Australian Leadership Award in 2009.
He is also an alumnus of the Asia Pacific Security Center in Hawaii and the National Defence
University in Washington, D.C.
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Nimali Anusha Baduraliya - Director of Education
(English and Foreign Languages Branch)

Nimali Anusha Baduraliya, has graduated from University of Kelaniya, Sri Lanka with a Bachelor of
Arts in English. She completed her Post Graduate Diploma in Education in 2001 from University of
Colombo specializing in Teaching English as a Second Language. Nimali also holds a Master of
Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages from Deakin University Australia.

She started her career as a teacher of English in 1997 and got promoted to Sri Lanka Education
Administrative Service in 2005. At present she holds the position of Director of Education in English
and foreign Languages Branch at the Ministry of Education, Sri Lanka. As the Director of Education,
Nimali is responsible in making recommendations on policy and planning related to English and
Foreign languages Education in Sri Lanka. Furthermore, Nimali prepares national level plans for the
development of English language education in collaboration with the other responsible stake holders.
She designs and develops many in service teacher training programmes for teachers of English. She
has 28 years’ experience in the field of Education.




®® BRITISH
@® COUNCIL

Sri Lanka
Education
Symposium
2025

Affan Javed — Head of School Systems, British Council, South Asia

South Asia at the British Council. With over a decade of experience in education reform,
governance, and programme management across Pakistan, Oman, the United States, and Peru,
Affan brings a wealth of regional and global insights to the dialogue on inclusive and bilingual
education.

He has led large-scale, donor-funded programmes focused on education, parliamentary
strengthening, and community mobilisation, including the £19.9 million Aawaz Il programme in
Pakistan which focussed specifically on inclusion. His work has consistently emphasized inclusive
education, safeguarding and systemic reform, with a strong focus on policy development,
stakeholder engagement, and digital innovation.

Affan holds a Master’s in Public Administration from Columbia University, where he was a Fulbright
Scholar. He has also served on the boards of Children Global Network and AIESEC Pakistan, as
Advisory Council for Collaborations on Global Shapers, and has contributed to education policy
through research, strategic planning, and institutional capacity building.

At this symposium, Affan brings his expertise in education systems strengthening, teacher
development, and inclusive policy implementation, contributing to the dialogue

on how governance and innovation can shape equitable learning pathways in
Sri Lanka and beyond.
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2025 Aritha Wickramasinghe - Advisor to Western Province Governor

Aritha is the Advisor to the Governor of the Western Province and a lawyer with over 15 years of
experience in international finance, human rights and public policy. As a lawyer, he has trained and
worked at the world’s most prestigious law firms, Clifford Chance and K&L Gates in London before
moving back to Sri Lanka to work primarily in Government.

As a finance lawyer, he has advised on over 200 major transactions, including multi-billion-dollar projects
involving the world’s largest banks and institutions in multiple jurisdictions. Since moving to Sri Lanka,
he has worked in numerous capacities with the Government of Sri Lanka. He was previously the Head
of Legal at the National Agency for Public Private Partnerships, Legal Advisor at the Presidential
Secretariat and the Advisor to the Minister of Water Supply and Estate Infrastructure Development.
Through his private, Government and pro bono work, Aritha has helped shape the conversation around
governance, human rights and equality in Sri Lanka. He has also advised the Governments of
Bangladesh, the Maldives, the Philippines and Laos on infrastructure financing and public private
partnerships.

Aritha is also the founding trustee of the global education initiative Think Equal and the equality director
of iProbono (providing access to justice to people who cannot afford legal advice). With iProbono, Aritha
helped pioneer innovation for pro-bono lawyers and was awarded the 2015 Financial Times Innovative
Lawyers Award and the U.K. Prime Minister’s Big Society Award.

For his work, Aritha was ranked No.1 by the international newspaper,

the Financial Times, as a future business leader in their 2015 OUTstanding list,

alongside Facebook founder, Mark Zuckerberg and Lloyds CEO, Inga Beale.

In 2021, he was awarded the Outstanding Role Model Award by

Sri Lanka Unites alongside female entrepreneur Otara Gunawardena,
accomplished marine biologist Asha De Vos and

President of the Bar Association of Sri Lanka, Saliya Peiris.

He is also a founding member of Flow Journeys (now Voyagers)
— a community for impact driven people, led by the founding
editor of tech magazine WIRED, David Rowan. He has

also been a guest speaker at the University of Oxford,

London Business School, Kings College (University of London),
IESE Business School, Clifford Chance,

Barclays Investment Bank and the Financial Times.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E4uEdHyp6P8
https://thinkequal.org/
http://www.i-probono.com/
http://rankings.ft.com/innovativelawyers/iprobono/most-innovative-law-firms-2015-social-responsibility
http://rankings.ft.com/innovativelawyers/iprobono/most-innovative-law-firms-2015-social-responsibility
http://rankings.ft.com/innovativelawyers/iprobono/most-innovative-law-firms-2015-social-responsibility
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/i-probono-wins-big-society-award
https://www.ft.com/content/c8981884-70dc-11e5-9b9e-690fdae72044
https://www.ft.com/content/9a07107e-70dc-11e5-9b9e-690fdae72044
https://www.newswire.lk/2021/12/12/sri-lanka-unites-recognise-outstanding-role-models/
https://medium.com/@VOYAGERS/what-running-wired-taught-me-about-building-a-purpose-led-community-by-david-rowan-fd5cc8bcb651
https://voyagers.io/
https://www.weforum.org/people/david-rowan
https://www.chartwellspeakers.com/speaker/aritha-wickramasinghe/
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Sarah Rogerson - Regional Director English and
School Education

Sarah Rogerson is the Director of English Programmes & School Systems for South and
East Asia at the British Council, a role she took on in April 2023. She leads the design and
delivery of large-scale education programmes that span more than 10 countries and align
with the UN Sustainable Development Goals—supporting learners, teachers, and school
systems across diverse contexts.

With a career in education that began in 1999, Sarah brings a rich blend of international
experience, strategic leadership, and innovation in assessment and curriculum design. Her
journey began in Taiwan, where she spent six years teaching, training educators, and
publishing English learning materials. Back in the UK, she championed inclusive education
at a vocational college, supporting migrant workers, asylum seekers, and refugees—and
developed nationally adopted online assessment tools tailored to adult learners.

Sarah’s passion for assessment excellence led her to leadership roles at Cambridge
University Press and Assessment and later Oxford University Press, where she served as
Director of Assessment. At Oxford, she also spearheaded efforts to embed diversity, equity,
and inclusion across global ELT coursebooks and resources.

She holds an M.Ed. in TESOL from Leeds University, a PGCE from the University
of Nottingham, and a BA (Hons) from Leeds University.

Sarah is a firm believer in the power of education to drive social change
and is committed to shaping systems that create opportunity for
all learners.
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Sanjaya Ariyawansa - Senior Economist,
The Ceylon Chamber of Commerce

Sanjaya Ariyawansa is currently the Senior Economist and Head of the Economic Intelligence
Unit of the Ceylon Chamber of Commerce. He also is a Visiting Lecturer at the University of
Moratuwa, University of Colombo and The Bandaranaike Academy for Leadership and Public
Policy. Prior to this position, he worked as an Economist at the Parliamentary Committee on
Public Finance. He has also worked as a consultant for the World Bank and as a researcher
at the University of Oxford.

Before this, he worked as an Economic Researcher at the Institute of Policy Studies (IPS) Sri
Lanka and as a Lecturer at both the University of Moratuwa and the Department of
Mathematics at the University of Colombo.

Sanjaya holds an MSc in Economics from the University of Oxford (UK) and a BSc (First
Class) in Mathematics from the University of Colombo (SL). He is also a qualified CIMA (UK)
member.
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P.D. Iroshini Paranagama
Chief Commissioner for Teacher Education, Ministry of Education

Iroshi holds a BA, a Postgraduate Diploma in Education, and two Master degrees: one in Linguistics
and another in Economics. She currently serves as the Chief Commissioner for Teacher Education
at the Ministry of Education. Over the years, she has held several key positions, including Director
of Education (Bilingual Education), Zonal Director of Education for Kelaniya, and Deputy Zonal
Director for the Homagama Education Zone.

Her current work focuses on both pre-service and in-service teacher education, with responsibilities
spanning National Colleges of Education, Teacher Training Colleges, and Professional
Development Centres for teachers.
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Asith De Silva - Senior Manager, Susainability Division of Dialog Axiata Plc

Asith De Silva is a Senior Manager at the Sustainability Division of Dialog Axiata Plc, a leading
telecommunications provider in Sri Lanka. He plays an integral role in directing the division’s "Social
Innovation" and "Sustainability" portfolios. Several of the projects he leads involve working with
underserved communities, among which education is a major focus area.

An entrepreneur in his early years, he pioneered a website in Sri Lanka that is known to be the
pioneering sports website in the country. Over the years, Asith has engaged with many government
and non-governmental organizations in project implementation.

Asith has over 20 years of experience in leading and managing and implementing multiple projects
both as an entrepreneur and as a Senior Manager in the corporate sector.

Currently, he works closely on core sustainability related projects at Dialog Axiata PLC and oversees
projects launched and operated under the Dialog Foundation.




